Ford Amateur Radio League

Club Meeting Minutes

October 12, 2006

Called to order by President, Dave, N8HKU, at 7:12pm

Minutes of September meeting reviewed.  Approved via voice vote.  Unanimous.

Treasurer’s report given by Pat, WD8JDZ.  Approved by voice vote.  Unanimous.

Motion to spend $320 for 2006-2007 Liability insurance policy for club.  Motion made by N8JUH, seconded by N8AMT.  Approved by voice vote.  Unanimous.

Repeater situation:  2m repeater is with Murray Scott, KE8UM, for repairs.  Repeater has not been working correctly for about a year, now.  The current problem may be in the cables connecting the duplexer cavities, as they are a mix of old and new.  Discussion topic:  Should the repeater be moved to the Washer/Dryer building if the interference is too great in its current location?  Is the 2m repeater outdated?  The controller is pretty new.  Perhaps Bob J could look at it if Murray needs a second opinion on it.  No ETA for return to service at the moment.  Current opinion is to wait until the repeater is brought back, see how it is behaving, and then consider further actions.

Antenna:  Bill, WA8HEA, mentioned that some club members are requesting help with equipment and antennas.  Mike, Dave, and Ralph have requested assistance.  It is a good way to help each other out.  

220 MHz gear:  TH315, batt pack, antenna cable, headset, mic, rubber duck antenna, hot rod antenna, ringo ranger antenna, wall charger.  Batteries have had cell replacements.  Club may vote on this in the future, but really wanted mobile rig as well.

Club gear donation:  From Bill Hogue, SK.  Donation of Yaesu FT 990 HF rig with built in power supply and antenna tuner, no microphone, Kenwood 2m mobile TM 241, 15A supply, and a climbing belt.  A thank you letter has been drafted to send to Diane, his widow.  

Conference call set up for meetings:  There is an IP phone, but not a speaker phone.  Will need a speaker phone to allow call in to the club meetings.

Possible future club events:

1. Demo station for High school:  HF doable, any interest?  ARISS space station would be great, but no club member is experienced in satellite work at present.  These are set up through NASA, they do generate community interest, and there is a schedule of school contacts.

2. Cabin Fever club outing at Joe’s cabin up north.

December club Christmas Dinner:  Club decided that Mexican Fiesta at Telegraph and Ford Rd would be a good idea.  Bill (WA8HEA) will hold Dec 14th, 6pm, for the event.  We need information on who is likely to attend.  We can take a final tally on this restaurant or another suggestion at the November club meeting.

Bolt Submissions:  Please send to Dave, N8HKU@ARRL.net or to Bill, WBOYKE@Ford.com.  

USECA: Swap is Oct 29th.  No club table for this event.

Break at 7:57pm

Presentation topic:  The Carolina Windom and the Windom antennas.  Presented by Ivan, N8AMT.  Thank you to Ivan to showing us how to listen and get on the air with a length of TV twin lead, a soldering iron, and a ruler!

Adjournment:  Meeting adjourned at 8:27pm.

A special thanks to Roger, KD8CSE, for taking these minutes.

