May 2007 MINUTES FOR FARL CLUB MEETING

, MAY 10, 2007

Recorded by Roger Reini, KD8CSE, Secretary

Meeting called to order 7:02 PM by Dave, N8HKU, President
Agenda rearranged to allow Bill Boyke, N8OZV, to report early due to other commitment.
EDUCATION/TRAINING:  Two new hams are joining the club, having been taught by Bill: Nadine Habbal, KD8GDJ, and Katherine (Katie) Boyke, KD8GDK.  Congratulations and welcome!
SPECIAL EVENT STATION:  No response yet from The Henry Ford.  Bill will visit in person.  If we are unsuccessful, then the alternate location will be the top of Ford Field (park, not stadium).  The Dearborn Inn was approached but wanted to charge us.

GENERAL CLASS:  Anyone who is interested in a General license class, sign up.  Bill will conduct the class beginning in June on Sunday mornings at the Fairlane food court (before the restaurants open up).
FERA:  Tickets to the theme parks are now available (Cedar Point, Geauga Lake, etc.)
MINUTES FROM PRIOR MONTH:  Reviewed and approved.
TREASURER'S REPORT:  Last month's report was incorrect as the wrong amount was given; the minutes will need to be corrected.  Also, the balance was improperly included in the minutes last month; it is not to be included in copies of the minutes that are made available to non-members (newsletter, Web).
REPEATER PHONE USAGE:  Dave is still trying to get the phone patch access codes from Murray.  Given that the phone is limited to calling numbers in the 313 area code (and a small number of 734 numbers), the patch may be of limited utility.
PL TONE ON OUTPUT:  We are contemplating putting a 100 Hz PL tone on the repeater output in order to reduce QRM from the repeater in Lowell.
REPEATER USAGE PROBLEMS:  There have been reports of improper usage of the repeater, such as failure of users to identify properly.  Dave has been recording the repeater output on occasion in recent weeks and has heard nothing improper.  If anyone does hear instances of improper operation, please inform Dave, who is the repeater trustee.
CLUB CALLSIGN RENEWED:  The club callsign, K8UTT, has been renewed for 10 years and is now good until 2017.
NEWSLETTER:  Rusty must relinquish editing duties at this time, so a new editor is needed.  Bill Brezina, WA8HEA, has edited the last two newsletters on a temporary basis and will continue in that role for now.  A fulltime editor is still needed.
WEBSITE:  The current site, while free, has limitations that make it difficult to upload and store files.  Site capacity is only 15 MB, of which 80% are used.  And files must be uploaded one at a time.  Host Yahoo has a number of paid upgrade options.  The two of most interest:

Option 1 - 500 MB storage, current URL - $4.95 a month
Option 2 - 2000 MB storage, own domain name - $8.95 a month
Both feature reduced rates for the first three months and the use of FTP to transfer multiple files simultaneously.  Dave recommended the first option; it would be a simple matter to move to the second option if we deemed it necessary.  Rusty moved we go with option 1, Dick seconded; this was approved.



FIELD DAY:  LARC (Livonia ARC) is dedicating their May 21 meeting to discussing their Field Day plans.  Anyone wishing to participate with them should attend that meeting.  The Field Day site will once again be at the Livonia Fire Station off of Plymouth west of Newburgh.
CLUB NET:  Reminder that the 2 meter (and 220) club net is every Sunday night at 8 PM.  If no one calls the net to order right away, feel free to take over net control and call it yourself.
CLUB CALENDAR:  There were some vacancies on the calendar for presentations, and those were filled tonight.  In September, Roger, KD8CSE, will give a presentation on W1AW; in October, Dick will give one on Operation Spark Gap; and in November, Bill, WA8HEA will give his delayed AMSAT update.

PRESENTATION:  Bill, WA8HEA, gave a presentation on military radios, or "green radios" (that's green as in camouflage).  He based it on an article from the April 2006 QST and exhibited his own Collins PRC-47 manpack radio.  It was a combination tube and solid-state radio capable of operating from 2 to 12 MHz, requiring 24 V DC or 115 V AC (400 Hz) to operate. The radio was powered but had no antenna, thus it could not receive or transmit.  Bill planned to use the radio for ARMAD, Amateur Radio Military Appreciation Day (www.armad.net), which this year is May 26.  He noted that he obtained his radio from Fair Radio (www.fairradio.com), located in Lima, Ohio, which is on the way to Dayton.

ADJOURNED:  8:10 PM.

