FARL MEETING MINUTES, June 12, 2008
Minutes recorded by Roger Reini, KD8CSE, recording secretary

CALL TO ORDER: meeting called to order at 7:03 PM by president Dave, N8HKU.  There were 12 attendees, including one prospective member.

MINUTES:  The minutes from the May meeting were approved as published.

TREASURER: Major income this month was from rebates from FERA ticket sales.  Expenditures this month were for the phone bill and for a name badge.  Report was approved as read.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS REPORT: No formal report

MONROE SWAP: The Monroe swap will be Sunday, June 15.  Bill, WA8HEA, moved that the club approve $15 to be spent for a club table at the swap; Rodney, K8SGL, seconded; the motion passed.  With the table comes an opportunity to sell discounted Cedar Point and King’s Island tickets on behalf of the club.

INTRODUCTIONS: Dave, N8HKU, asked the attendees to introduce themselves for the benefit of this evening’s guest and prospective member

APPLICATIONS: Dave, N8HKU, brought two applications for membership before the membership.  One was from Debbe Yeager, a Ford retiree who is studying for her Technician license.  Her application was accepted.  The other was from Shunsuke Okubo, KD8BWD, who was not in attendance tonight.  His application was also accepted.

REPEATER: The 2 meter and 220 MHz repeater link is working fine.  According to Murray, KE8UM, The problems with the 220 repeater timing out under linked operation was traced to software settings in the link; the offending value was changed from 5 seconds to 100 ms, and that eliminated most of the timeouts.

PHONE PATCH INSTRUCTIONS: Still available from Dave by mail.

TRAINING: Bill, N8OZV, reported that the Technician class he had been holding at Fairlane fell apart due to lack of attendance at that time (it also interfered with church for some attendees).  He plans to hold a lunch class once a week at Building 2; details will be announced through FERA mailings.  He is planning to do some intensive training with a group of high schoolers, training them for a week and then having them take the test that Saturday.  Al, W8AMH, mentioned his presentation to the Ford Yacht Club and his articles for the Power Squadron newsletter on radio.  There may be some interest from Power Squadron members for classes.  Roger, KD8CSE, said that he’s just qualified as a Volunteer Examiner (VE) through the ARRL VEC.  He can now administer the Element 2 examination for Technician licenses.  There are at least 4 or 5 club members who are VE’s, and there was a suggestion to add VE status to the club roster.

NEWSLETTER: Bill, N8OZV, volunteered to handle the summer newsletter.  Al, W8AMH, volunteered to handle the September newsletter.

WEBSITE: Chuck, WV8A, asked why we don’t have our own domain name, which would help in web searches.  Doing searches during the meeting, it transpired that several possibilities for FARL were already in use.  K8UTT combinations are available.  Dave, N8HKU, planned to investigate options for attaching a domain name to the Geocities account now in use.

ARRL SPECTRUM DEFENSE FUND: Bill, WA8HEA, said that the club had received a request for donations to ARRL’s Spectrum Defense Fund.  After a brief discussion, he moved that the club make a donation to the fund; Rusty, N8RGI, seconded.  After more discussion about the amount, Roger, KD8CSE, moved that the amount be $50; Rusty, N8RGI, seconded.  The motions passed.  Bill planned to inform ARRL Great Lakes Division director Jim Weaver, K8JE, about the donation.

FIELD DAY:  After a short break, Dave, N8HKU, spoke about this year’s plans for Field Day.  They are very similar to previous years’ plans, he said; we’re working with the Livonia ARC (LARC) again.  We’ll operate from the Livonia fire station on Plymouth Road west of Newburgh again, operating as a 2A station under LARC’s callsign K8UNS.  The GOTA (Get On The Air) station will operate under our club’s callsign K8UTT.  We plan to set up the SSB station. Full details about our plans are available at the club website (http://www.geocities.com/capecanaveral/hall/2183/2008_field_day.htm).  We plan to begin to set up around 9 AM that Saturday, targeting the start of operations at 2 PM.  Dave passed around a signup sheet for volunteers to report their availability.  Rodney, K8SGL, moved that the club authorize payment to LARC of an amount not to exceed $200 for Field Day expenses; Rusty, N8RGI, seconded.

FUTURE TOPICS: Bill, N8OZV, offered to speak about Marine Amateur Radio at a future meeting.  Al, W8AMH, offered to speak about Ham Radio Deluxe software, while Bill, WA8HEA, offered to speak about RadioCom 6.  Roger, KD8CSE, offered to speak about bicycle mobile operation.

ADJOURNMENT: 8:30 PM

Next meeting will be September 11 at 7 PM

