June 2007 FARL Club Meeting Minutes

June, 2007:
Recorded by Roger Reini, KD8CSE, Recording Secretary

Meeting called to order at 7:04 PM by Dave, N8HKU
10 members were present
Minutes from May were read and approved
TREASURER'S REPORT (Bill, WA8HEA):  Those who have not yet paid their dues, do so now

SPECIAL EVENT STATION (Bill, N8OZV):  The Henry Ford rescinded its offer to host the club special event station on September 8 for fear of setting a precedent for other volunteer events.  The members agreed to keep the event on September 8, but the location is now TBD.  Possible sites include the front lawn of POEE or Ford Field park. For now, the Ford Field site is a backup; $20 will be needed to reserve space.  Bill proposed allocating up to $200 for location fees, refreshments and other publicity items and made a formal motion for it; Bill, WA8HEA, seconded.  The motion passed.  Another need identified is a new banner to commemorate the event.  Operating frequencies: given the hours of operation, the likely bands will be 40 and 20 meters HF, along with 2 meters and the repeater.

REPEATER (Murray, KE8UM):  The autopatch is not working; Murray suspects problems with the software or passwords and will investigate further.  Responding to reports that the output PL tone is not working, he said that it had been working recently but that indeed it had stopped; he will investigate further.  On the way over, he found that the 220 MHz repeater is timing out earlier than the 2 meter repeater.

TRAINING (Bill, N8OZV):  Information is in the latest Bolt
newsletter.  Technician class is running through the end of June.  On Sunday, July 8, a General class will begin at the same location, the Fairlane food court at 10 or 10:30 AM, and will run for 6 weeks, aiming for testing before Labor Day.

NEWSLETTER: There will be a summer edition of the newsletter; Bill, N8OZV, volunteered to edit it.

WEBSITE (Dave, N8HKU): The upgraded server space has been activated, and no more ads appear on the site.  Anyone wishing to submit items for inclusion is welcome to do so; send them to Dave.  Bill Boyke, N8OZV, mentioned one item he may write up for the website as well as for QST, the annual Radio Santa event.
FIELD DAY:  The location is the same place as in recent years, the Livonia fire station on Plymouth west of Newburgh.  The Livonia ARC (LARC) will take the lead in organizing it this year; operations will be conducting using the LARC's call of K8UNS. Plans are to operate 1 CW and 1 SSB station, no GOTA station.  We will provide the CW transceiver, an FT-990, while Pat Quinn, WD8JDZ, will provide is Icom 746 for the SSB transceiver.  Laptops for logging will come from Dave, N8HKU and Roger, KD8CSE.  Plans are to begin setting up Saturday starting at 9 AM, completing by noon for a 2 PM start.  A list went around asking for volunteers and their desired and available time slots.  Rusty, N8RGI, moved that the club allocate up to $200 for Field Day expenses; Roger, KD8CSE, seconded.  This amount was greater than in years past, but as the club is not taking the lead this year, the increase was justified.  The motion passed.

CLUB NET REMINDER:  Sunday night, 8 PM on the 145.27 club repeater.

DEMO:  After the break, Dave, N8HKU, demonstrated the logging software LARC plans to use for Field Day, N3FJP software.  It operates somewhat differently from the USECA software used in recent years.

CALENDAR:  There are no meetings in July or August; meetings resume in September.  Programs are set for the balance of the year.

ADJOURNED: 8:13 PM.

