FARL CLUB MEETING MINUTES - January 10, 2008

Prepared by Roger Reini, KD8CSE, Secretary

Meeting called to order at 7:03 PM by Dave, N8HKU, President
10 attendees present

MINUTES:  Minutes from the November meeting were approved (N8OZV  
moved, N8JUH seconded)
TREASURER'S REPORT: Treasurer Bill, WA8HEA, read the treasurer's  
report.  Major expenditures this month were the phone bill and the  
backup 2m repeater.
MEMBER DUES: Bill, WA8HEA, pointed out that current membership lists  
don't indicate who paid what dues for when, which makes it difficult  
to determine the status of a member.  Going forward, the roster will  
track this information more closely.  A suggestion for denoting up-to- 
date paid status is to resume the practice of handing out membership  
cards upon receipt of this year's dues.
MEMBERSHIP: The number of active members is around 20 to 22.  Some 55  
newsletters are mailed out every month, including duplicates sent to  
home with more than one member
NEWSLETTER MAILING: Bill, N8OZV, has heard reports that FERA club use  
of the Ford mailroom to process mailings may be curtailed, which would  
adversely impact the distribution of our newsletter.  This may prompt  
a shift to more e-mailing of the newsletter, so members should give  
their e-mail addresses to one of the club officers or to N8OZV.
BOARD OF DIRECTORS:  Upcoming Swaps -- is there interest in obtaining  
a table for the Hazel Park and Livonia swaps?  After it was pointed  
out that we could sell auto show tickets at a Hazel Park table, the  
attendees voted to authorize buying a table for Hazel Park (Jan. 20).   
A decision on a table for Livonia was deferred to next meeting.
REPEATER:  N8JUH reports the 220 repeater is up but is not linking to  
the 2m repeater.
PHONE PATCH: Cards with the phone patch information were distributed  
again for those who did not pick one up in November.  This information  
is not to be given to non-club members.
TRAINING:  Bill, N8OZV, is planning another Technician class beginning  
in March or April.  It will be on Sundays at 10 AM, most likely at the  
Fairlane food court.  Bill mentioned other presentations he has or  
will be doing, including one on Jan. 8 for the Birmingham Power  
Squadron and a future one for Ford Yacht Club.  A session for  
Penguicon is still in the works.  Al, W8AMH, asked about Henry Ford  
Community College, which had an active club at one time.  That club is  
now inactive, said Bill, but the equipment may still be over there  
(whether it's set up is another matter).
NEWSLETTER: Bill, WA8HEA, volunteered to put together the February Bolt.
WEBSITE: Yahoo changed the allowable access for the club website; for  
our type of account, Front Page access is no longer available.  If we  
were to get our own domain through Yahoo, Front Page access would be  
restored.  FTP access is still available via standalone programs.  A  
decision on whether to upgrade was deferred to a later date.
50TH ANNIVERSARY CONTEST:  Bill, N8OZV, is investigating having a  
commemorative patch developed
WEEKLY NET:  Still Sundays at 8 PM.  If no one else starts up the net,  
you are encouraged to do so yourself.
CLUB CALENDAR: A number of items were added to the club calendar for  
the year (shown elsewhere in the newsletter). February's presentation  
will be by Roger, KD8CSE, on the Buddipole antenna.
THIS MONTH'S PRESENTATION: Bill, WA8HEA, gave a presentation on AMSAT,  
amateur radio via satellite.  His presentation materials are available  
on the club website.
ADJOURNED: 8:40 PM

