FARL MEETING MINUTES – February 14, 2008

Recorded by club secretary Roger Reini, KD8CSE

CALL TO ORDER: Meeting called to order at 7:08 PM by club treasurer Bill, WA8HEA, in the absence of our president, Dave, N8HKU (on vacation in Hawaii at the time).  There were 6 attendees.  There was no call-in this month because no one had the code to set it up.

MINUTES: secretary Roger, KD8CSE, read the minutes from the January meeting.  A motion to approve them as read passed 5-1.
TREASURER’S REPORT: Bill, WA8HEA, reported on the status of the club’s funds.  Major expenses last month were the phone bill for the repeater, office supplies for the new membership cards, and a table for the Hazel Park swap. Major income last month came from dues and from rebates from FERA for selling auto show tickets.

MEMBERSHIP: Bill, WA8HEA, reported that there are 38 members on the active roster.  8 of these are not paid up through April 2008; they will be contacted and, if they don’t pay up, will be dropped from the roster.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS:  No meeting during the month.

REPEATER: No known problems at this time with the 2m or 70 cm repeaters. No users of the 220 MHz repeater were present, so no one could brief us on its condition.  Subsequent to the meeting, Bob, N8JUH, reported during the Sunday night net that the link between the 2m and 220 MHz repeater was still not functioning.
TRAINING: No report this month due to the absence of Bill, N8OZV.

NEWSLETTER: Volunteer needed for the March issue of the Bolt.  Roger, KD8CSE, said he would consider it.

WEBSITE: There was some discussion about possible alternatives if we wished to move to a more accommodating provider.  Much of the discussion centered on something called MyFamily; however, that is a private website for the benefit of a group, not something intended for the public, so it’s not suitable for us.

WEEKLY NET: Still on the 2m repeater Sunday nights at 8 PM (Super Bowl Sundays excluded).

OTHER NETS:  Bill, WA8HEA, mentioned two other nets active on Sunday evenings, the Garden City ARC net at 9 PM and the Southeast Michigan Traffic Net at 10:15 PM.  The Garden City net was quite active this past Sunday, he said; it operated more formally than our net.

MEMBERSHIP CARDS:  Pay your dues, receive a membership card.  It’ll be attached to your next copy of the newsletter.

BADGES: 2 have been ordered for new members but haven’t arrived yet.

E-MAIL: Still requesting e-mail addresses to support the e-mailing of the Bolt in case Ford cuts back on mailings for FERA clubs.  With another postal rate hike looming, there may be even more incentive to move to an all-electronic newsletter.

50th ANNIVERSARY PATCH: No update.

EVENT CALENDAR: Published in the Bolt newsletter.  Some more events could stand to be added, such as Dayton Hamvention, LARC and Garden City meetings, etc.
LARC MEETING:  We’ve been invited to attend LARC’s next meeting, which will be on the last Monday of the month at 7:30 PM at the Livonia Public Library.  The presentation this month will be on CW.

FUTURE PRESENTATIONS:  A topic for March is still needed.  Roger, KD8CSE, offered to speak on digital TV and HDTV.  This is targeted for April.

TABLES FOR UPCOMING SWAPS:  Did the club wish to obtain a table at the LARC swap on Feb. 17 or the Toledo swap in March? No; there was no interest in a club table for either event.

FIELD DAY: It was moved that the club partner with LARC again for Field Day; this passed unanimously.

HAMVENTION: get your rooms soon if you’re going.  There’s also the bus from Ann Arbor sponsored by the Arrow club.

CEPT: The European PTT authorities have declared that full reciprocal operating privileges in Europe for US amateurs are available only to holders of Advanced or Extra Class licenses.  General license holders are now limited to the privileges of the lower-class licenses in Europe (Technician-equivalent).

PRESENTATION:  Roger, KD8CSE, spoke about the Buddipole.  He set up and demonstrated the commercial version of the antenna.  Plans for the original homebrew version were shown on the screen.

ADJOURN: 8:15 PM.

