FARL MEETING MINUTES, NOVEMBER 13, 2008
Minutes recorded by Roger Reini, KD8CSE, recording secretary

CALL TO ORDER:  At 7:03 PM by president Dave, N8HKU.  There were 16 attendees, including one guest and a second guest who became a member.

MINUTES:  The minutes from the October meeting were approved.

TREASURER:  The major expenditure this month was for the club insurance policy.  A motion to accept the report was approved.

BOARD:  No reports from the Board of Directors this month.

REPEATER:  The repeater is running well, including the link between the 2 meter and 220 MHz repeaters.  Phone patch instructions remain available from Dave, N8HKU.

TRAINING:  Bill, N8OZV, is targeting after New Year’s for the start of General classes.  These will probably be on Saturday morning or Sunday afternoons

NEWSLETTER:  Al, W8AMH, handled the editing for November and was thanked for his efforts.  He also volunteered to edit the December newsletter.

WEBSITE:  Dave, N8HKU, had copied the club website over to space donated by Roger, KD8CSE, from his personal website.  For a domain name, the preferred choice was K8UTT.org, as names with ‘’FARL” were not available.  There was a motion to authorize Roger to obtain the domain name K8UTT.org and authorized a payment not to exceed $15 for the registration fee; this was approved, and Roger said he would obtain the domain as soon as possible.  Subsequent to the meeting, Roger did obtain the domain name and linked it to the new home for the site.  The new URL for the club website is http://www.k8utt.org/. 

FREE PRESS MARATHON:  Bill, WA8HEA, told of his experiences volunteering at the Free Press Marathon in October.  He thought the radio support was very well organized and thanked Shannon Herron, KA8SPW, for organizing it.  He noted the use of a Canadian repeater as an alternate frequency; the team had to go to it after the main repeater became unusable due to jamming.  He was stationed in Indian Village during the race and helped distribute water/Gatorade to the runners, including those in wheelchairs or crank-type bikes; those crankers went by so fast, he said, he feared that most of what he handed them ended up spilled onto them.

SPECIAL EVENT REPORTS:  A number of members reported contacts with the special event stations commemorating the sinking of the Edmund Fitzgerald.  The Paradise and Whitefish Point stations were noted most frequently.  Dick, KW8B, noted that the LARC station on Belle Isle had problems with its SSB station and didn’t get it working until late in the event; the CW station was working fine throughout.

RADIO SANTA:  Bill, N8OZV, said that the date for this year’s Radio Santa event was Saturday, December 6.  Arrive at 1 PM for setting up.  220 and 440 MHz bands will be used.  Let Bill know one week ahead of time if you plan to participate in the effort; security restrictions preclude walk-ins.  The location is Mott Children’s Hospital in Ann Arbor.  Several members volunteered this evening.

CHRISTMAS DINNER:  The annual club Christmas dinner will be held on December 11 at 6 PM in lieu of the regular club meeting.  The choices for the dinner location were Richter’s in Dearborn, Mexican Fiesta in Dearborn Heights, and Amantea in Garden City, eventually narrowed to Richter’s and Amantea.  Voting was 8-3 in favor of Richter’s.  Please inform either Dave, N8HKU or Bill, WA8HEA, if you plan to attend by December 9.

CALENDAR:  Among the suggestions for presentations in future months were D-STAR (this presentation had been given to LARC) and a CPR re-certification class.  Bill, N8OZV, plans to present in January on large loop receiving antennas, specifically the Four Foot Loop Antenna.  This may depend on his obtaining a suitable tuning capacitor at the L’Anse Creuse swap.
UPCOMING SWAPS: L’anse Creuse on December 7, Hazel Park on January 18. Bill, WA8HEA, recommended we get a table at Hazel Park (this can be done at the January meeting).

NEW MEMBER:  John Stucka, N3JM, presented his application for membership, which was approved.  Welcome, John!
ISS CONTACT: Dick, KW8B, said that N0EFT was planning to conduct a contact with the International Space Station for the Ann Arbor Hands-On Museum on December 27.  Visitors are welcome.

PRESENTATION: Bill, WA8HEA, gave this evening’s presentation on RadioCom software.  He was looking for software that would control two radios simultaneously – full duplex capability for working satellites.  He demonstrated earlier versions of RadioCom to show how the capabilities of the program had evolved, leading to version 6, the first one capable of dual radio control.  The software has excellent signal analysis capabilities, he said.  Unfortunately, it is not fully compatible with Vista yet; he’s been working with the programmers on this, but the problems have yet to be licked.  In comparing RadioCom with Ham Radio Deluxe, he felt that HRD had better documentation and a larger user support group but that RadioCom was the more capable program.  He will keep us informed of his experiences with it.

ADJOURN:  at 8:47 PM.
