FARL MEETING MINUTES, OCTOBER 9, 2008

Minutes recorded by Roger Reini, KD8CSE, Recording Secretary

CALL TO ORDER:  Meeting called to order at 7:08 PM by treasurer Bill, WA8HEA, in the absence of both the president and vice-president.  There were 12 attendees, 11 members and one guest (John, N3JM).

MINUTES: The minutes from the September meeting were read and approved.

TREASURER: The treasurer’s report was read and approved.  The only expenditure in the last month was for the phone line for the repeater (used to remotely control the repeater and to support phone patch capability).

BOARD:  No board meeting since the September meeting.

REPEATER: Instructions for using the phone patch are available from Dave, N8HKU; they are for members only.  No formal report from Murray; no known problems with any of the repeaters.

EDUCATION/TRAINING:  Classes at Ford – Bill, N8OZV, will be holding Technician classes near the Buildings 1-2 atrium; the exact date will be known after the FERA-wide announcement goes out.  Other classes – Al, W8AMH, is working with a Scout troop to give them training for merit badges and asked for assistance from the membership; 4 members volunteered to assist as needed. Garden City’s classes started this week; for more information, contact Shannon, KA8SPW (ka8spw at sbcglobal dot net).  Testing and VE’s – John, N3JM, mentioned that he’s an accredited VE and is willing to assist with any future testing sessions we may have.
NEWSLETTER: Need a volunteer to compile the November newsletter; Al, W8AMH, volunteered.

WEBSITE: Roger, KD8CSE, mentioned difficulty in grabbing all of the content from the existing website for transfer to his website, which will become the new host.  Bill, N8OZV, mentioned some Firefox plug-ins that can grab all of the content from a website.  Subsequent to the meeting, Roger found a utility that would grab the content.
PEAC RIDE FOLLOW-UP:  This month’s newsletter had comments from president Dave, N8HKU, on his impressions of our support of the PEAC bike ride.  Bill, WA8HEA, added his comments, saying it went well and thanking everyone who participated, including main net control operator Roger, KD8CSE, who filled in for vice-president Pat, WD8JDZ, who was out of town that day.  Roger added his thanks to Bill, Rod, K8SGL, and to all others who participated.

FREE PRESS MARATHON: the race will be in 10 days, which is Sunday, October 19.  Anyone wishing to volunteer for radio support should contact Shannon, KA8SPW (ka8spw at sbcglobal dot net).  Time for support is 6:30 AM to 3:30 PM.

CLUB CALENDAR:  Bill, WA8HEA, will present next month on RadioCom 6, a commercial transceiver control program, and is planning a future presentation on Kenwood’s Sky Command system, which allows remote control of a Kenwood HF rig from a Kenwood HT.  Other suggested topics were CW Skimmer and APRS. 

CLUB DINNER: The four proposed locations for this year’s Christmas dinner (scheduled for December 11 in lieu of a regular club meeting) were Richter’s Chalet, Mexican Fiesta, Amantea, and Malley’s at Allen Road and Northline.  Bill, WA8HEA, will check if they would be able to handle our group on that date and will report back.
PRESENTATION:  Al, W8AMH, gave a presentation on Ham Radio Deluxe, a popular Windows freeware program for controlling transceivers.  It can be downloaded at http://www.ham-radio-deluxe.com/.  It has built-in support for several popular transceivers (Elecraft, FlexRadio, Icom, Kenwood, Ten-Tec, Yaesu), logbook capability, the ability to monitor DX clusters, customizable band layouts, satellite tracking interfaces, and more.  The associated DM 870 program handles digital modes, and the associated Mapper program allows one to determine antenna bearings, show the terminator for gray line action, etc.  And best of all, it is free (donations accepted).
ANNOUNCEMENTS: ISS – Roger, KD8CSE, mentioned that the ISS would soon (Oct. 12) be visited by private astronaut Richard Garriott, W5KWQ and the son of retired astronaut Owen Garriott, W5LFL.  Richard plans to make several QSO’s and transmit SSTV images during his time on the station.  Gear for sale – Bill, N8OZV, has several pieces of equipment for sale: Kenwood TS570 HF transceiver, TM231 2m transceiver, SP80 speaker, and Ameritron AL811H 800 watt linear amplifier.  Contact him at 561-4199.

ADJOURN: Meeting adjourned at 8:34 PM.

