FARL MEETING MINUTES,  May 14, 2009
Minutes recorded by Debbe Yeager, KD8IWV, Recording Secretary
CALL TO ORDER at  7:00 PM by Vice President Dave, N8HKU. There were  8  members and  1 guest present.
MINUTES: Minutes from April were approved as read.
TREASURER:   Treasurer’s report read by Bill, WA8HEA.  Expenses; $5.00 for dues, $40.00 donation for Ralph and $37.27 for telephone bill.
BOARD ACTIVITY: Bill WA8HEA reported on meeting with LARC about Field Day.  Field Day will be at the Livonia Fire Station on Plymouth Road near Newberg.  We are currently planning 2A with GOTA.  We are also looking at having a VHF/UHF station for possible satellite contacts. Bill will look into the network software to see if we need to repurchase it.  
The equipment will be located outdoors (the same as last year).  We will not be able to set up inside the fire station this year.  The food will be provided by Doris and Lynette and a financial contribution has been requested from FARL.  We have been invited to attend the next LARC meeting on Monday at 7:30 pm the Livonia Library (5 Mile and Farmington) where they will further discuss Field Day preparations.  Contact Bill WA8HEA for additional details on the LARC meeting.  As always the goal of Field Day is to have as many members participate as possible.

Food will be simple and Dave N8HKU will once again provide Sunday breakfast.  The t-shirt logo with the car and the LARC logo together is slightly preferred at this point.

REPEATER:  Bill WA8HEA was unable to bring up the 440 repeater and he has contacted the trustee.

EDUCATION/TRAINING:  There is a club sponsored test on May 21st , 11:30 AM at Building 1 located at Oakwood and Rotunda.  Technician, General Class and Extra Class testing can be taken for $15.00.  Additional details can be found in The Bolt.

COMMUNICATIONS-NEWSLETTER/WEBSITE:  Al W8AMH has volunteered to put together the June newsletter.  Our new website www.k8utt.org is now up and running.  Contact Dave N8HKU if you need to update the Sale Page.

UNFINISHED/CURRENT BUSINESS:  Bill WA8HEA has completed 10 J-Pole Antennas.  They can be tuned for 145 and 444/5.  They are for sale at $20.00 each.  The actual cost for materials was $17.95 and Bill will donate the extra money from sales to the club.  The next club project will be a tape measure antenna for foxhunting.

NEW BUSINESS:  Contact Al W8AMH and give him your e-mail if you are interested in obtaining a Maritime Radio Certificate for boating in Canadian waters.  The training will be conducted in Livonia by the Canadian Power Squadron.  Training starts next week Monday and Tuesday and continues on Tuesday and Wednesday of the following week.  The test will be given on the last Wednesday of class.  Al will provide those interested with additional details and directions.

SWAP MEETS:   A motion was passed to have a table at the Monroe Swap Meet on Father’s Day.  The cost of the table will be $15.00.   Below is a list of other swap meets in the area.

May 15-16-17
Dayton Hamfest - can take the ARROW bus from Ann Arbor on May 16th
Hara Arena Dayton, OH
Talk In 146.940
June 7
Chelsea Radio Swap n Shop
Chelsea Fairgrounds 20501 Old US Highway 12
Talk In 145.450 (PL100)

June 6
Fulton County Ohio
Bill WA8HEA has two free tickets.  This is an all outdoor event.
June 20
Midland Swap
Midland, MI
Talk In 146.72/12
June 21
Monroe Hamfest
Monroe Cty Fairgrounds
M-50 at Raisinville Rd. (2 Miles west of Monroe)

We will no longer get World Radio Magazine.  CQ Magazine is offering a single one year subscription to the club for $27.00 vs. $36.95 over the counter.  If you are interested contact Bill WA8HEA.

PROGRAM: Bill WA8HEA gave a presentation on critical items for a “Go Kit”.  Bill googled “go kit” and showed how to look for check lists and equipment.  He stressed that most items should be put together ahead of time with a list of items to put into the kit if you are currently using them. There are three kits you should pack (1) A kit that contains your personal needs depending on how long you will be gone, (2) Hardware Kit with radio, power source,  spare parts and equipment repair capability, (3) Survival Kit containing personal first aid kit, water, etc.  

Bill stressed the need to label your items for quick identification.  He also showed the group the MFJ-706 Grab and Go Emergency Communications Center.  http://www.mfjenterprises.com/Product.php?productid=MFJ-706

Field Day is a good opportunity to prepare your Go Kit.  

Two good sites to review are; http://www.races.org/gokit.htm and 
http://www.stetson.edu/~kmccoy/eop.html

ADJOURN: 8:15 PM
