FARL MEETING MINUTES, MAY 8, 2008

Minutes recorded by Roger Reini, Recording Secretary

CALL TO ORDER: meeting was called to order at 7:02 PM by president Dave, N8HKU.  There were 10 members and 1 guest (who subsequently became a member).

MINUTES: The minutes from the April meeting were approved as read.

TREASURER: Bill, WA8HEA, gave the treasurer’s report.  The major expenditure this month was for the phone line for the repeater; major income came from dues payments and the FERA winter rebate.  The deposit that was questioned last month has not been removed from the club account.

DUES: They were due in April.  Anyone wishing to pay them, see the treasurer, Bill, WA8HEA.

BOARD: There was an application for membership submitted by Chuck Reti, WV8A, who was attending as a guest this evening.  He is currently working for TSO Broadcast Services as a contractor and so would be eligible for Associate Membership.  He spoke briefly about his experiences and interests (CW, HF mobile).  Rusty, N8RGI, moved that his application be accepted; Roger, KD8CSE, seconded.  The motion passed, and Chuck was accepted as an associate member.

REPEATER: Murray, KE8UM, reported that the 220 MHz repeater and all repeater links are back in service.  The problem with the 220 repeater was a loose wire on the PL board that kept it from responding to the PL tone; the problem with the links was faulty programming of the 2 meter controller.  Backup power is functioning, although only for the 2 meter repeater.  Estimated battery life when running on emergency power is 2 hours (duty-cycle dependent, of course), and this at a reduced output of 20 watts.  There was some talk of expanding the emergency power capabilities, such as by using solar panels.  Anything’s possible given sufficient money, Murray said.  Generators would also work, although transporting them by stairs to the top of the Hyatt would be difficult (in a power outage, the elevators would not be working).

INTRODUCTIONS: For the benefit of new member Chuck, the attendees introduced themselves.  Officers also stated their positions.

CLASSES: Bill, N8OZV, is holding a new round of Technician classes at the Centennial Library on Sunday afternoons from 1 to 3.  When the time comes for testing for the licenses, additional VE’s will be needed, for Bill will be unable to serve as one since one of his daughters will be taking the test.  Murray, KE8UM, promised to help find additional VE’s.  There may be a General class later in the summer if there’s sufficient interest.

NEWSLETTER:  Are there any volunteers to compile the June newsletter?

DAYTON HAMVENTION: Dave asked how many members were planning on attending Hamvention at least one day.  At least 6 confirmed their attendance.  Many will be attending all 3 days; some will take the Arrow bus from Ann Arbor. One (Roger, KD8CSE) said he would attend the 4 Days In May event put on by QRP-ARCI.  Murray, KE8UM, said he planned to attend Contest University.  If anyone wants to keep in touch via radio, the plan is to use the Tin Lizzy output frequency (145.27) as simplex, still with the 100 Hz PL tone.  Note that there is a repeater on this frequency some 20 miles north of Dayton, but it’s not always reliably received there.

CALENDAR: June will be devoted to Field Day preparations; there will be no meetings in July or August.  Presentation topics are needed for the balance of the year.

FIELD DAY: Preparation discussions have begun with LARC (Livonia ARC), said Bill, WA8HEA.  The plan is to operate as 2A again (2 transmitters, emergency power) with possibly operating a GOTA (Get On The Air) station.  GOTA operators must be newly licensed (since last Field Day) or be considered inactive.  Having a mentor or coach at the station gives bonus points.  In order to count, each GOTA operator must log at least 20 contacts; any fewer, and none of them count.  Several transmitters will be available from both LARC and FARL stock.  2 sets of bandpass filters are available, but a third set would be needed for the GOTA station.  Also, an FM VHF rig capable of full duplex operation would really be appreciated for working satellites.  With Dayton coming up, the club needs should be in mind when we’re down there.  Logging software: plans are to use N3FJP’s Field Day software, the network-ready version.  Bill, N8OZV, moved that Bill, WA8HEA, be authorized to spend up to $20 to obtain up to 2 registered copies of the software; the motion was approved.

LINUX AND HAM RADIO: after a short break, Bill, N8OZV, gave a presentation on Linux and Amateur Radio.  One of his major points was that Linux should be perfect for the amateur radio community – perfect in its open-source philosophy, its embrace of many options for control, etc.  It’s certainly not perfect in operating, but this should be seen as a challenge in line with the challenges of operating our radios.  With Linux, you’ll REALLY get to understand how your computer hardware works.  Why isn’t it more broadly used?  Inertia, most likely; the attitude seems to be “stay with the devil you know (Windows)”.  The presentation will be available on the club website.

ADJOURN:  Meeting adjourned at 8:58 PM.
