FARL MEETING MINUTES, MARCH 12, 2009

Minutes recorded by Roger Reini, KD8CSE, Recording Secretary

CALL TO ORDER: At 7:17 PM by president Dave, N8HKU.  The start of the meeting was delayed some 15 minutes due to building access problems.  There were 11 members present at the start, with 2 more arriving late for 13 total attendees.

CONGRATULATIONS: to Bernie Mitchell, who passed his Technician exam and is now KD8KEO.  He is planning to take the General exam on March 14.

MINUTES: Minutes were read and approved.

TREASURER: Bill, WA8HEA, could not attend tonight, so he had given the report to Dave, N8HKU, who forgot it at home. But the club balance was sound, with the only expenses being a table for the LARC swap and for the phone.

UPCOMING SWAPS:  Marshall on March 14 and Toledo on March 15. There was no interest in obtaining a club table for the Toledo swap.

CLUB ELECTIONS: Officers are up for election at the April meeting; be thinking about whom you would like to nominate.

DUES: Dues are due next month (April); they are $15.

NEWSLETTER MAILING PROBLEM: Mike, K8ZLG, brought his copy of the newsletter; it consisted of only the cover page, the rest having disappeared somewhere in the mail.  Bill, N8OZV, who takes the newsletters to the mailer, promised to check into it.

SKYWARN TRAINING: The agenda showed 5 more upcoming sessions in the Detroit and Ann Arbor areas through May.

REPEATER: No problems with its operation; Dave, N8HKU, still has phone patch instruction cards.

CLASSES:  Bill, N8OZV, said classes will be starting at Ford in April; full details will be in the April Bolt.  They’ll be held once a week for 5 or 6 weeks.

NEWSLETTER EDITING: Bill, WA8HEA, will handle the April newsletter; volunteers for the May newsletter are welcomed.

WEBSITE: www.k8utt.org is the new URL.  The website content appeared to have been corrupted in an attempt to get Front Page to do the uploading; Dave, N8HKU, planned to restore the website content [he did so on the 14th].

J-POLE PROJECT: Bill, WA8HEA, is still taking orders for the parts for the aluminum J-pole he described at last month’s meeting.

CPR TRAINING:  Pat, WD8JDZ, had not had a chance to contact his planned provider for CPR refresher training.  May, September and October were better dates for scheduling in a meeting.

CALENDAR: the calendar for the year is filled through the summer break, but presentations are needed afterwards.

MEETING TIME CHANGE DURING WINTER: Mike, K8ZLG, suggested that the meeting time for the meetings during winter – November, January and February – be moved one hour earlier to 6 PM.  That would allow the attendees to arrive during the last few minutes of daylight.  Dave, N8HKU, noted that everyone would have to remember to arrive earlier.  No action was taken on the suggestion.

MEETING LOCATION: the difficulty in gaining entrance to the EMDO building might become more regular if it turns out that after-hours access to the building is being limited.  The attendees discussed possible locations if it should prove necessary to find one.  Locations mentioned included the atrium between buildings 1 and 2 and a conference room at FMCC.  For now, the meeting location will remain at EMDO.

BREAK: at 7:42 PM.

BICYCLE MOBILE:  Roger, KD8CSE, gave a presentation about operating bicycle mobile.  He brought his bike along; it had a twin-lead rollup J-pole antenna taped to the mast of a bicycle safety flag, which he connected to his HT and then succeeded in contacting the repeater while pedaling around the room, thus he was literally operating bike mobile during the meeting.  The presentation included pictures taken at last year’s Hamvention forum for the Bicycle Mobile Ham Association (BMHA).  The presentation is available on the club website.
MARINE AND MARITIME MOBILE: Bill, N8OZV, gave a presentation about operating marine and maritime mobile (marine mobile is fresh water, while maritime mobile is salt water).  He did not bring a boat with him, but he spoke in depth about the legalities of operating marine and amateur radios in a boat and especially in the Great Lakes.  He also gave several pointers about installation of marine setups, noting some similarities with car mobile installations.  One major complication of operating in fresh water: the lack of a suitable ground plane.  100 square feet of ground plane is needed to have acceptable HF performance; this can be achieved with phosphated bronze window screening that is laminated into the deck or the hull.  But beware of the problems associated with dissimilar metal corrosion!  To reduce this, use capacitors throughout the boat to isolate the ground plane from other metallic components.  He also recommended the use of an isolation transformer to guard against strange electrical hookups at other docks and ports.  Antennas on powerboats are similar to ones on car mobile use; for sailboats, a popular antenna makes use of the back stay.
ADJOURN: 8:38 PM.
