FARL MEETING MINUTES, FEBRUARY 12, 2009

Minutes recorded by Roger Reini, KD8CSE, Recording Secretary

CALL TO ORDER: At 7:03 by president Dave, N8HKU.  There were 11 members and 2 guests in attendance.  After introductions, one of the guests introduced himself as Bernie Mitchell, prospective club member.  He is a Ford retiree who is planning to take the Technician exam this coming Saturday. UPDATE: (announced if he passed and what his call is)

MINUTES: Minutes from the January meeting were attached to the minutes.  Bob, N8JUH, moved to accept them; Bill, WA8HEA, seconded.  Motion carried, the minutes were approved.

TREASURER: Bill, WA8HEA, reported the club balance was sound.  Major income last month was from the dividends from DFCU; major expenditures were the phone bill, the post office box, and the table at the Hazel Park swap.

TICKET SALES: Bill, N8OZV, reported that club members sold 776 auto show tickets, making the club the high seller for FERA this year (we were high seller of Cedar Point tickets last year, too).  $1 of each ticket will be rebated to the club.

LARC SWAP: The Livionia ARC swap will be Sunday, February 15.  Bill, WA8HEA, moved that the club obtain a table; Al, W8AMH, seconded; the motion carried.

CPR TRAINING: No update, as Pat, WD8JDZ, was not in attendance.

SKYWARN: Dave, N8HKU, reported on upcoming Skywarn training sessions:  Wayne County: Garden City, February 28 and April 18, 10 AM at Maplewood Community Center; Livonia, March 30, 7 PM at the Livonia Public Library; Trenton, April 3, 7 PM at Westfield Center. Washtenaw County: Ypsilanti, March 14, 10 AM at the Ypsilanti Township Civic Center; Ann Arbor, May 9, 10 AM at Pioneer High School.
REPEATER: Dave, N8HKU, still has repeater phone patch instructions.  No other updates on repeater operations.

NEWSLETTER: Thanks to Al, W8AMH, for editing the February newsletter; Dave, N8HKU, will edit it for March.

WEBSITE: The club website is now at http://www.k8utt.org/; the old site redirects to the new one.

CLASSES: The Bills, N8OZV and WA8HEA, have been discussing organizing classes.  They are still planned for lunchtime at Ford.  WA8HEA will help N8OZV with weekday classes; Al, W8AMH, offered to help for weekend classes.

TESTING SESSIONS: Bill, WA8HEA, noticed the locations for regular test sessions in the area – Wyandotte, Ann Arbor, Hazel Park, South Lyon, Mount Clemens – and sees an opportunity for regular sessions in western Wayne County.  There are at least 5 VE’s accredited with ARRL/VE for giving exams, so it would be feasible.  He will develop a proposed session schedule and location for the next meeting.

GUEST: The second guest this evening was Rajiv, who works at FMCC.  He also is studying for his Technician license.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION: The club voted on the application of Bernie Mitchell to join.  Roger, KD8CSE, moved to accept it; Bob, N8JUH, seconded.  The vote was favorable, so Bernie is now a member.

CALENDAR: Dave, N8HKU, reviewed the club calendar for the balance of the year.  The March topic, digital voice on HF, was deferred due to not having anyone to present on that.  The April presentations on maritime and bicycle mobile operations will be moved to March, and Al, W8AMH, will prepare a presentation on Echolink for April.  Speaking of Echolink, Bill, WA8HEA, mentioned that our repeater is nearly ready to be configured for Echolink operation.  Adjustments to the settings by Murray will be necessary, as will bringing an Internet connection to the site.
LOOP ANTENNA FOR MEDIUM WAVE BROADCAST RECEPTION: Bill, N8OZV, showed everyone a loop antenna for medium wave broadcast band reception that he is building for his parents in West Branch, who wish to listen to WJR and CKLW up there. Reception is difficult with standard antennas because of ground-wave and sky-wave interference, so Bill decided to build a modified version of the Four Foot Loop Antenna he found on the web.  His modifications include making the supports out of plasticboard rather than wood.  There was a suggestion to put something on the horizontal brace to discourage birds from roosting and doing other things there.  With some adjustment, the antenna might do very well for 160m reception.  The antenna is not yet complete; once it is, Bill will report on how well it works and how good the 160m reception is.

J-POLES FOR 2M and 440 MHz: Bill, WA8HEA, showed off several versions of the J-pole antenna for 2m and 440 MHz.  The first version was made of aluminum; the second was made of copper and used a tuning stub atop the antenna to tune it for 440 MHz; the third and fourth were antennas made from twin lead cable.  One was designed to be inserted into PVC pipe, while the other was able to be rolled up and mounted very easily.  Any of these would make a good club project, he said.  The L’Anse Creuse club is planning to have a J-pole construction project at their March meeting; sign up by February 25.  We could do something similar to make money for the club; there was most interest in the aluminum version.

ADJOURNMENT: at 8:35 PM.
