FARL MEETING MINUTES, APRIL 9, 2009

Minutes recorded by Roger Reini, KD8CSE, outgoing Recording Secretary

CALL TO ORDER: at 7 PM by president Dave, N8HKU.  There were 13 members and 2 guests present.

MINUTES:  Minutes from March were approved as read.

TREASURER: The main expenditure last month was the telephone bills for March and April.  Bill, WA8HEA, also reminded the members that dues were now due and that he would be available to take them.  The treasurer’s report was approved as read.

BOARD ACTIVITY – FREE MILFORD TABLE:  The club has been offered a free table at the Milford swap, which will take place on April 18 from 8 AM to 1 PM.  We plan to take advantage of it.

REPEATER: No repeater problems.  Phone patch information still available from Dave, N8HKU.

TRAINING: A Technician class will be starting April 23 at 11:30 AM in the Building 2 Atrium and will run on Thursdays thereafter; Bill, N8OZV, will be conducting the training.  This first day happens to coincide with Take Your Children To Work Day; whether that helps or hinders attendance is not yet known.  In addition, Bill, WA8HEA, is working with another ham in studying for Extra Class licenses; others are welcome to join them.

NEWSLETTER: Thanks to WA8HEA for putting together the April newsletter.  Volunteers for the May issue are needed.  The newsletters are often arriving damaged in the mail; the damage is believed to take place after they leave Ford.  Perhaps stapling the newsletters closed is no longer a feasible mailing method; they may need to be taped closed.

WEBSITE:  Member Bill Piper would like to see the e-mail addresses of the officers on the website.  There was general agreement, although Roger, KD8CSE, expressed concern that doing so would expose his account to address harvesters and increase the likelihood of spam and other junk mail.  There are ways to counter this, though, such as the use of an arrl.net address.  Also, the website now includes a For Sale page; it currently lists the gear from a Silent Key.  Bill, WA8HEA, may list some additional gear there.

BILL VALADE: Retired member Bill Valade has moved to Henry Ford Village and is looking to sell some of his gear.  Bill, WA8HEA, said he and others would help inventory it and dispose of it, perhaps using the table at the Milford swap.  He and his wife are also ailing, so calls for best wishes are welcome; he’s in the phone book, and his number didn’t change when he moved.  Someone asked if Henry Ford Village had its own amateur station, but no one knew the answer.

ELECTIONS: After determining that a quorum was present, president Dave, N8HKU, said that club elections could proceed.  We would be electing a President, Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary and Activity Chair (Repeater Chair and Trustee have been appointed positions).  He then opened the floor for nominations, and these nominations were received: for President, Roger, KD8CSE; for Vice President, Dave, N8HKU and Pat, WD8JDZ; for Treasurer, Bill, WA8HEA and Pat, WD8JDZ; for Secretary, Debbie, KD8IWV; and for Activity Chair, Bill, N8OZV and John, N3JM.

With nominations closed, voting began.  Because they were the only ones nominated for their positions, Roger, KD8CSE and Debbie, KD8IWV, were declared elected by acclamation for President and Secretary, respectively.  For Vice President, Dave, N8HKU was elected by 8-5; for Treasurer, Bill, WA8HEA, was re-elected by 8-4.  For Activity Chair, John, N3JM, was elected.  Congratulations to the newly elected board, and thanks to the outgoing officers.

J-POLE PROJECT: Bill, WA8HEA, announced that the material has been cut and the brackets done; now he’s trying to find U-bolts of the right size, preferably stainless steel, ¼” bolt, 1 ½” diameter.  That combination is proving hard to find, as the typical thickness is 3/8” for that diameter.  He might consider going to 1 ¼” diameter U-bolts instead.  When the antennas are completed, he will deliver them and help set them up, for he wants to get real-world performance data on them.

NEW MEMBERS:  Applications were received from two prospective members.  The first was from Rajiv Paul of Dearborn, who is not yet licensed.  The second was from a former member, Bob Waite, N8DBZ, who wants to rejoin (he’s also a LARC member).  Both applications were accepted.

FIELD DAY:  Once again, the Livonia ARC (LARC) has invited the club to join with them in Field Day June 27-28 at the firehouse on Plymouth Road.  We accepted the invitation.  There is word that an amateur station may be set up in the basement of the station; this was inspired by our efforts there last year.  T-SHIRT: there is interest in coming up with a T-shirt with LARC and Tin Lizzy logos on it, but what would make a suitable Tin Lizzy logo?  The existing ones on QSL cards and badges might be candidates, but would they display well on a shirt?  Ideas may be developed over the next month.  This will certainly be discussed at the next meeting.  OTHER SITES: Bill, WA8HEA, mentioned visiting other Field Day sites, which he did last year, specifically mentioning the Stu Rock site as a great location but with little support.

MAY PROGRAM: The presentation on emergency communications needs a presenter.  The two Bills, WA8HEA and N8OZV, volunteered to split the presentation between them.

MICHIGAN QSO PARTY:  Is April 18 from noon to midnight local time.  There are plans to activate K8UTT as a club station for this event; Bill Piper and Russ VanZanten  were heading this up.  Bill, WA8HEA, was signing up volunteers for this effort.

ELMER LIST: Bill, WA8HEA, was also signing up volunteers for an Elmer List to help the newer hams.

ECHOLINK PRESENTATION: The two Bills gave tonight’s presentation on Echolink in the place of Al, W8AMH, who was unable to attend the meeting.  WA8HEA spoke about the Echolink software, while N8OZV operated the laptop. Internet connectivity was provided by a cellular modem, as the Ford network would not have allowed Echolink traffic to pass.  Briefly, Echolink is an Internet-based linking system that allows control of transceivers and repeaters by an Internet connection.  At the controlling end of the connection, there can be either another transceiver or a computer.  This allows one to communicate worldwide.  The Echolink software runs under Windows [there is a compatible program called EchoMac for Macs – KD8CSE].  It shows the list of active users, links and repeaters, and that list can be filtered by various criteria.  N8OZV demonstrated how the link can control a repeater by connecting to the GMARC repeater, WW8GM.  Roger, KD8CSE, verified that N8OZV was getting out on the WW8GM repeater; unfortunately, since he couldn’t remember how to set the PL tone on his new V8XR HT, he was unable to reply back.

ADJOURN: 8:42 PM

Next meeting will be May 14.  As the new president will be attending Four Days In May in Dayton, the meting will be run by the new vice president, who is also the outgoing president.
