Meeting Notes October 8, 2009

Meeting called to order by Roger, KD8CSE, President at 7:05 p.m.

There were nine members present
September 2009 meeting minutes approved as published by voice vote
1. Treasurer’s Report – Bill Brezina, WA8HEA:  

Approved by voice vote as presented by Bill.
2. Communications from the Board of Directors – 

It was agreed that the club should start thinking about plans for Radio Santa at U of M Children’s hospital.  It was also mentioned that someone should bring a camera to the event to take pictures of the FARL members who will participate.

3. Committee Reports:

a. Repeater 2 Meter is working well and no problems have been reported with the other repeaters.  
i. Repeater Phone Patch Instructions: Ask N8HKU if needed

b. Education/Training

i. Current offerings are listed in The Bolt

c. Communications-Newsletter/Website

i. Rajiv, KD8LHF, volunteered to edit the November newsletter.  Send any articles to Rajiv_Paul@yahoo.com.  Thanks again to Rajiv for volunteering two months in a row.
ii. Website: www.k8utt.org up and running well
1. For Sale Page and club calendar updated.

2. If you send Dave, N8HKU, a copy of your presentations he will post them on the website.  
4. Unfinished/Current Business:

a. A motion to move future meeting start times to 6:30 pm was approved by voice vote.  Roger, KD8CSE, agreed to send out a note to the membership.  
5. New Business/Announcements

a. Ideas for Christmas Dinner – Roger, KD8CSE, requested ideas are sent to him or one of the board members.  Bill, WA8HEA, agreed to visit Mallie’s Grille (www.malliesbar.com) to see if that would be a good location for this year’s dinner.
b. Roger, KD8CSE, will send a note to members asking them if they would like to receive the Bolt electronically or in the mail.  Both delivery methods will be accomidated.

6. Walk-In Items

a. Rodger, KD8CSE, presented the following information on the new Ontario Driving Law.

Ontario’s new law prohibiting the use of hand-held cell phones and other hand-held communications and entertainment devices while driving will come into effect on October 26, 2009.  Once the new law is in place, drivers who text, type, email, dial or chat using any hand-held device will face fines of up to $500 upon conviction.  Hands-free use will still be permitted.  Police, paramedics and firefighters will continue to be allowed to use hand-held devices when performing their duties. All drivers may use hand-held devices to call 9-1-1.  
The use of hand-held radios by amateur radio operators (who provide assistance, especially in emergency situations such as severe storms and blackouts) will be phased out within three years, to allow hands-free technologies to be developed.
7. Roger also presented information on 97.113 Prohibited Transmissions for Amateur Radio.

8. New Business – Garden City Amateur Radio Club is looking for volunteers to help with the Detroit Free Press Marathon on October 18, 2009.  Please contact Shanon Herron, KA8SPW, 734-421-9221 if you are interested.
October 25, 2009 Swap Meet - 24th Annual USECA Hamfest Utica Shelby Emergency Communication Association http://www.usecaarc.com.  The club decided not to purchase a table for this event.  

9. Bill, WA8HEA, gave a presentation and demonstration of Kenwood's Sky Command System.  One TH-D7A HT (the Commander) wirelessly links to a TS-2000 HF transceiver (the Transporter). The Commander transmits control signals on UHF to the Transporter which relays your voice to the HF radio. In return, HF signals are transmitted to the Commander on VHF. This allows you to receive HF signals, set frequencies, switch memory channels, and much more - all from your handheld transceiver. 
 It was great that Bill brought in the hardware and demonstrated the system.   Thanks Bill.  A PowerPoint presentation can be found at
www.hamstation.com/.../Kenwood%20Sky%20Command%20PPT.ppt and on Kenwood’s web site.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 p.m.

