FARL Club Meeting - March 11, 2010

Meeting was called to order at 6:38 pm, by Roger, KD8CSE, President.

17 members and one guest were present.

Minutes from prior meeting: February 2010 minutes were reviewed and approved with one spelling correction.

Treasurer’s report: Report was read by Roger, KD8CSE, on behalf of Treasurer Bill WA8HEA,   Future funds are expected in April from the auto show  and  entertainment book sales.  The treasurers report was approved as read.

Bill, WA8HEA is accepting dues ($15.00) for 2010 FARL membership.

Board of Directors: The Board did not meet and there was no news.
Committee Reports:

Repeater:  The repeaters are operational.  (subsequently found the 220MHz machine is not transmitting, N8HKU)  Murray, KE8UM is working on the repeater trying to correct the issue with failure to ID within the allotted time for announcements.  Phone patch instructions are available from Dave, N8HKU.

Education and training:  Level 1 Technician training will start on this Sunday at the Board Room of the Ford Yacht club.  There will be an open examination on April 11, 2010 at 2 pm at the Ford Yacht Club.  There will be a Level 2 General training course starting on April 18th..   Training will consist of test question practice and theory.    A second exam is scheduled for May 9th at the Ford Yacht Club.

Communication -Newsletter/Website:  The Bolt is always looking for articles.   Please give any articles you feel would help the club to Roger, KD8CSE or Dave, N8HKU.  Let an officer know if you would like to only receive the electronic copy of the newsletter.

FERA News:  At the February meeting FERA introduced the PERKS card with “Thousands of  Ways to Save”  Roger had some cards to distribute at the meeting (https://web.vee.ford.com/FERA/). 

Contact Roger,  KD8CSE, or Dave, N8HKU if you would like a card.  You need to login to be able to register the card.  Front and back numbers on the card are unique.  

Last night there were FERA elections where  Joe Pellegrino was elected  president,  Ken Gutowski was elected Vice President, and  Mark Krugman was elected treasurer.   The induction meeting will be held on April 17th .  Our club is in good standing with FERA. 

Unfinished/Current Business: We are all set for the Milford swap with a table on April 17th (http://www.qsl.net/w8ydk/MARC-Brochure2010.pdf) at Milford High School.  

We have two tables at Marshall for the 20th see Richard, K8RMM if you are interested in the Marshall swap meet (http://www.w8df.com/hamfest.html).

Club Historian Position: Roger, KD8CSE read the Duties of Historian for Power Squadron Chapters that was submitted by Al, W8AMH and published in last months minutes.   There was discussion to add the equipment inventory responsibility under the Club Historian.  It was decided the Club Historian would report to an officer of the club so the records of the club would always have two people able to access them.  We will also have to look at digitizing most of the paper materials.  There are about five boxes of historic records at this time.   We will continue discussions in future meetings to refine the roles and responsibilities of the Club Historian. 

New Business/Announcements:  Officer elections are next month.  

Scheduled nets: Bill, WA8HEA asked the club if there was an interest in formally tracking our net check-ins for Emergency Communications  credit.  We would give people credit in the newsletter along with contact information.  Bill made a motion for whoever has net control for the evening to track who checks in and submit the information for the Bolt.  The motion was carried.  President and VP usually take net control.  If you are on the air and the President and VP are not there, then take net control.  This involves 2 M equipment.  During the formal tracking all communications would go through net control.  There are scripts on web sites you can reference.  We will put a preamble and net script on the web site.  We still need to decide if we want to join ARES or RACES in the future.  For right now we will start to track the check-ins. 

Club Tables :The club voted to have a table at the Monroe Swap on Father‘s day, Sunday, June 20th.  See Bill, WA8HEA for additional information.  

See Bill, N80ZV if you know of someone who would like a mid 1950’s Zenith trans-oceanic rig. 

Magazines and books:  Bill, WA8HEA received a  classic wire antenna book when he renewed his membership in ARRL.  If someone would like to see it please contact Bill, WA8HEA before the next meeting.   You can renew ARRL membership through the club.  Bill will check into how to do this and he will get an e-mail out with the information.  

Bernie, KD8KEO, will bring in his old CQ and QST magazines for the club 

Dayton swap meet: Al, W8AMH,  asked if people were interested in buying advanced tickets to the Dayton  Hamvention  May 14-16th .  The tickets will be mailed in advance.  Please contact Al, W8AMH if you are interested.  http://hamvention.org/ 

New Member:  a Membership Application from Tye Winkel , KC8YEJ was received and approved.  Tye  works in the EESE-EMC lab at Ford Motor Company.  Tye has an extra class license.  Please welcome Tye to FARL!  

Presentation:  John, N3JM completed his presentation on lightning and its effects.  He reviewed lightning protection systems and shared his own experience setting up ham shack lightning protection systems.  John, N3JM also provided club members with a CD that contained his entire presentation for reference.  Thank you John!

The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 pm.

Debbe, KD8IWV donated a ARRL book on fox hunting techniques to the club.

Meeting minutes submitted by Debbe KD8IWV, Secretary

