FARL Meeting Minutes January 14, 2010
Meeting called to order at 6:36pm, by Roger, KD8CSE, President.

10 members and one guest present. 
Minutes from prior meeting, November, 2009 were discussed.  Motion to approve minutes by Al W8AMH, 2nd by Pat WD8JDZ, voice vote was unanimous.

Treasurer’s report: Read by Roger KD8CSE, as Bill WA8HEA, had prepared the report but was not yet in attendance.  Only expenditure last month was the phone bill for the repeater at $38.45.  Motion made to approve the report by Bernie KD8KEO, 2nd by Al W8AMH, voice vote was unanimous.

Board of Directors: No update from the Board of Directors, who did not have a meeting in the past two months.

Repeater: Repeater is announcing a 7pm start to the meeting instead of 6:30pm.  Also, the repeater is failing to ID within the allotted time for these announcements.  Dave N8HKU, to contact Murray KE8UM about this.
Education and training:  Next organized training is this spring at Ford, and starting the first weekend in March for the Ford Yacht Club, with a test planned for May.  A test at Ford is planned for April as well.  Bill N8OZV, was contacted during the meeting and agreed to conduct an exam at 6pm on February 11th at EMDO, prior to the start of the club meeting.  At least two people stated they would look to take an exam that night.  Bill N8OZV will publish the meeting time with the ARRL.  A 3rd VE at minimum is needed for this exam.

Newsletter:  Apologies from Roger KD8CSE for not sending out the email version of the Bolt before the club meeting.  This was the first time where the mailing list was shortened to those not wanting to receive it electronically.   The newsletter was sent out during the meeting break.

Club tables:  The club was reminded that there was a table agreed to be purchased for the Hazel Park swap.  A club table was voted upon for the upcoming LARC swap.  The table is 8ft long, and costs $16.  A motion was made for the table rental.  Approved by unanimous voice vote.  Bill WA8HEA to order the table.

New headset for the Yaesu radio:  Dave N8HKU reported that the club radio would benefit from a new headset and microphone.  The donated one was worn out after many years of work.  Dave N8HKU to make recommendations for this at the Feb club meeting.

January Linux Journal:  Roger KD8CSE showed a copy of the January Linux Journal which had three articles dedicated to amateur radio.  Look for the cover with the Linux Penguin wearing headphones.  

Club Archives:  Bill WA8HEA reported he has 8 boxes of club materials sorted down to 4.  It has historical information on the club, a lot of old stuff, including some about Dusty Dustman, who was featured in the January Bolt.  Dave N8HKU also has a box of club historical documents.  Bill thought we needed to better archive or scan them.  It may be possible to eliminate them after scanning, or at least store them away afterwards.  Richard, K8RMM, brought up a possible storage location at this workplace, the Dearborn Public Schools building on Outer Drive, where he does archiving for the school.  He has a potential storage location, but DPS does not have a high volume scanner.  Bill WA8HEA made a motion to establish a new position of Club Historian, 2nd by Rusty N8RGI.  This position could be filled by any club member regardless of other office.  The motion passed with a vote of 8 members for it, 2 abstained.  Al W8AMH to work out a proposal for the duties of the historian based upon a similar position in the Power Squadron, and bring it into the next meeting.  This position may also be an appointed position and not an elected position, with a continued discussion next month.
For Sale: Kenwood TM 631 for sale by Dick KW8B.  This is a 2m/220 MHZ radio that the club has borrowed for several Speaking with Santa events and is for sale.  The asking price is $200.  A motion was made to purchase the radio for $200.  Motion was approved by unanimous vote.  A question was asked if this included the antenna we had also borrowed before.  Follow up next month.
Future Club meeting topics:  Al W8AMH offered to provide a presentation on Bluetooth headsets and amateur radio for the April club meeting.  It was felt that the elections will not take so long as to prevent a presentation.  

Applicant for club membership:  Richard Maske, K8RMM, a guest at the meeting, made an application for club membership.  He was elected as a club member, and welcomed by the membership.  Bill WA8HEA will create a name badge for him.
Presentation: Dave N8HKU gave a presentation on three of the antennas used at Field Day last year, the G5RV, the Carolina Windom, and the Cushcraft R7.   The dimensions and characteristics of the antennas were analyzed, and the 2009 Field Day results were shown for each antenna on each band.  A discussion followed the club meeting on what to do at the next Field Day.  Both wire antennas worked well in multiple directions, and the R7 filled in states that the wire antennas missed.  The R7 needs to be tuned on the 40m band before assembly on the tower.  If the Inverted L is to be used next year, it will need to be set up and tested on the Friday before Field day.  Mike N8MR uses the Inverted L at his home, but it did not work well at Field Day.  The vertical part of the antenna may need to be located away from the antenna tower, which may be detuning it.  Mike had discussed this with Bill WA8HEA and Dave N8HKU, and more plans will be developed in the future.  One final recommendation is to make sure the ICOM 706 not be used, as it is very susceptible to nearby RF from other transmitters.
Meeting adjourned by Roger KD8CSE 8:40pm.

Recorded by Dave N8HKU, Vice President.

