Ford Amateur Radio League
Meeting Minutes: Feb 11, 2010

Approved as corrected, March 11, 2009

Meeting was called to order at 7:15pm by President Roger, KD8CSE.  Meeting began 45 minutes late due to the license test session that began before the meeting.
8 members were present, no guests

Minutes from the January 2010 were reviewed and a motion made for their approval by W8AMH, seconded by N8RGI.  Minutes were approved.  

The Treasurer’s report was read by Roger, KD8CSE, on behalf of Treasurer Bill, WA8HEA, who was absent.  Expenses from last month included the LARC hamfest table rental, the repeater phone bill, the purchase of the TM631 radio.  Upcoming expenses are the P.O. box fees and mailing labels.  A check from FERA was accepted and given to Dave, N8HKU, for deposit.  The Treasurer’s report was approved as read.
Field Day:  Bill WA8HEA has accepted the chair for the 2010 FARL-LARC Field Day exercise.  Roger KD8CSE will make sure LARC knows.

Equipment:  Club equipment, particularly the mobile equipment, is available to loan to club members.  Please contact a club officer if interested.  Dave N8HKU to contact Rajiv KD8LHF, as he has expressed interest in an equipment loan.

Repeater ID and announcements:  The club meeting notice was heard correct for a start at 6:30pm.  However, the required callsign ID is was not heard within the 10 minutes allowed.  Contact to be made to Murray KE8UM to try and get the callsign added to the announcement.  The 2m and 1 ¼ meter machines do cross talk their ID messages, but that was not seen as a problem.
Education and Training:  Bill N8OZV to begin classes at the Ford Yacht Club starting in mid March.  An exam is scheduled for Saturday, April 11th at 2pm in the Yacht club Board room.  A second exam is scheduled for May 9th at the same location.  Bill will work on starting up license training sessions at Ford this spring.  

Upcoming LARC swap:  The table rental includes a ticket for entry.  It was decided that Bill WA8HEA is to use the complementary ticket.  Al W8AMH to take the ticket and the banner to the swap on Feb 21st. 

LED Banner:  Bill N8OZV demonstrated an LED banner that he has obtained. He was willing to donate it to the club, but the club needed to purchase a programming remote control device for it to work properly.  The remote control is $25 plus shipping through Ebay.  A motion to purchase a remote control programmer for $25 plus shipping was made by Roger KD8CSE and seconded by N8RGI.  Motion was approved.  N8OZV then donated the LED banner to the club, serial number 81766A.  The controller used to demonstrate the banner was added to the club possessions, Bill N8OZV and Bill WA8HEA to order a replacement.  
Toledo Swap:  Club reviewed this swap and its new location.  No motion was made to rent a table, as the club does not usually rent a table at this swap.

Milford Swap:  It was confirmed that Bill WA8HEA has a complementary table rental for this swap.  

Headset for the Yaesu FT990 Transceiver:  Dave N8HKU presented the club with options for purchasing a headset for the Yaesu transceiver.  The transceiver is used during Field Day and other activities, and the use of a headset with attached microphone is the preferred operating method.  The MFJ headset currently employed is quite worn out.  A hand switch was also demonstrated that makes it easy to operate the transceiver.  After a discussion of two Heil options and one MFJ headset option, a motion was made to purchase a Heil Proset with the HC4 (contest) microphone, along with a Heil Hand switch, for a maximum cost of $180 plus shipping.  Motion was approved.  Dave N8HKU to purchase, with the option to buy over Ebay or at the Hamvention, as long as the purchase is completed in time for Field Day.  
Club Historian:  Al W8AMH presented information on the Power Squadron Historian responsibilities.  He will provide the club an electronic copy.  The responsibilities appear to be very similar to what the FARL would need.  A volunteer was requested at the meeting, but the issue was postponed to a future meeting.  Roger KD8CSE to put a note in the March Bolt to help generate interest in this position.
Club Secretary:  Roger KD8CSE reported that club Secretary Debbe KD8IWV was still in Hawaii and would not be standing for re-election in April.  She did send word that she would be present at the March club meeting.  A new Secretary would need to be elected in April.

Presentation:  John N3JM started a presentation on Lightning and its effects.  Due to the lateness of the evening, it was requested that John return next month to complete his presentation, and reschedule the March presentation from Bill WA8HEA for a future meeting. 

Meeting was adjourned at 8:41pm.

Respectfully submitted by Dave N8HKU, Vice President.

