April, 2011 FARL Club Meeting Minutes

Club meeting called to order by President Roger, KD8CSE at 6:36pm on April 14th, 2011
Members in Attendance:

Roger, KD8CSE

Dave, N8HKU 

Bill, N8OZV

Rusty, N8RGI

Rich, K8RMM

John, N3JM
Pat, WD8JDZ

No guests tonight

Meeting minutes from the March club meeting:  Motion, N8RGI, 2nd: Rich K8RMM.  Motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report: Given by Pat, WD8JDZ.  Two checks from FERA received.  Dave N8HKU will deposit into the account.  
Repeater:  220 machine is up, but working with audio distortion, probably being overdriven.  The crystal change did not get performed, as the wrong crystal was built.  Murray is out for the next 3 weeks, so no work will be done in the meanwhile.  Contact Dave N8HKU if the distortion appears to be causing interference problems.  

Education/Training:  Tech/General licensing going well.  Exam at 11am on Thursday, May 12th.  It is ARRL listed.  Yacht club:  Bill, N8OZV expects to do a training and exam session together.  

Communications: Newsletter going out.  Website:  being updated.

Club application:  It is showing $15, not $20 Dave, N8HKU to fix both the site and the application.
Historian: No report tonight.

Annual Reports:

Club Event Summary:  

CLUB EVENTS SUMMARY, APRIL 2010 TO APRIL 2011
Prepared by Roger Reini, KD8CSE, President

Regular Meetings

The FARL met regularly during the April 2010 to April 2011 period.  No meetings were held during July and August, as is the normal custom, and the December meeting was replaced with the annual Christmas dinner at Mallie’s Bar and Grille in Southgate.

Major Events

The FARL participated in two major events during the period between April 2010 and April 2011.  One was the regular Field Day event, in conjunction with the Livonia Amateur Radio Club; the other was a new event, Maker Faire Detroit.  For Field Day, the FARL/LARC team set up at its usual location at the Livonia Fire Station on Plymouth Road and had another successful operation, marred somewhat by the damage to the fire department’s trailer from a windstorm, where there was confusion about whose responsibility it was to secure the trailer.  The Maker Faire event took place the last weekend in July.  We had a tent out in the main yard as well as a classroom inside for use by the training and testing sessions.

Community Outreach

The main community outreach project not already addressed under Major Events was the Speaking with Santa event at Mott Children’s Hospital in December.  After a one-year hiatus forced by the H1N1 flu epidemic, a team of five hams went to the hospital and set up two stations.  This allowed all of the children who wanted to speak to Santa Claus the ability to do so.  The number of participants from the club was down this year due to various conflicts, but this was not a reflection of the desire to support this annual event.

Education and Training

The club sponsored several amateur radio classes and testing sessions during the last year.  There were the classes and testing sessions held throughout the year at Ford’s Building 2 Atrium; there were the classes and testing session held through the Ford Yacht Club in the spring; and there were the classes and testing sessions held during the Maker Faire in July.
Club equipment:
Club equipment was reviewed.  Some equipment updates are needed.  Dave, N8HKU, to work with club members to update the items.   Motion made to retire the club portable cassette recorder and Power distribution cables.  Motion carried
Annual Treasurer’s report:  Pat:  Information missing.  Pat will continue.  More next month.  

Update of Club Constition and Bylaws:  Need a clean copy of Bylaws posted to club site. Roger will send to Dave.

Nominating Committee report:  None issued.
Election of Officers:


Quorum determination:  ½ of average of last 3 meetings =5.  7 in attendance this evening.  Quorum established.

Nominations for President: David Treharne, N8HKU  Vice President, Roger Reini, KD8CSE.  Treasurer: Pat Quinn, WD8JDZ.  Secretary:  No nominations, John, N8NWA to remain in position.  Activities Chair:  Bill, N8OZV.  
A motion for acclimation of all nominees to be elected.  No objections.  Officers elected and welcomed to their positions.
Break taken at 7:25pm.

New Business: 

No one heard the ISS transmissions on April 12th and 13th.  AMSAT noted no reception heard on ground stations.  Updates forthcoming.

Maker Faire preparations: Bill, N8OZV.  We are approved to participate.  No spacing has been identified.  Bill wants 2 locations.  One inside, one outside.  Discussion about locations and what to do.  Echolink, fox hunt, digital modes, fox hunt, kit building or qrp discussed.  Bill looking for volunteers to talk to the other amateur radio clubs to own a piece of the presentation.  Bill will contact various clubs, including the GM Club: Ku8V, Kirt, is President.  John will contact the Motor City Club.    Volunteers working 4 hours or more get admission.  Bill, N8OZV will coordinate the Amateur radio position.  
Estate of Joe Meyer: Steve Meyer is working with Bill Boyke.  Bill will organize to sell off the equipment.  
Milford swap: We have a table out.  Swap is this Saturday.  

Motion to adjourn.  8:14pm.

David Treharne

N8HKU

