FARL MEETING MINUTES, APRIL 10, 2008

Minutes recorded by Roger Reini, KD8CSE, recording secretary

CALL TO ORDER:  Meeting called to order at 7:14 PM by president Dave, N8HKU.  There were 6 attendees present at the start of the meeting, with 2 more arriving later, giving 8 attendees in total.

MINUTES:  The minutes from March were pulled up from the Web; Dave paraphrased them as he read them to the attendees.  Motion to approve the minutes was made, seconded and approved.

TREASURER: Deferred to later in the meeting as the treasurer, Bill, WA8HEA, was at the repeater site with Murray, KE8UM.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS:  Nothing specific 

ANNOUNCEMENTS OF EVENTS:  Michigan QSO Party on April 19th from noon to midnight local time; the Milford swap is the morning of the 19th; Operation Pine Tree, a communications exercise, will take place on May 24 from 9 AM to 3 PM local time on the 80 meter band

REPEATER: Deferred to later in the meeting as Murray, KE8UM, was engaged in repairs at the repeater site.

CLASSES AND TRAINING:  No update

VOLUNTEERS FOR NEWSLETTER: no one stepped forward

UPCOMING PRESENTATIONS AND CLUB EVENTS:  May will feature a talk on Linux and amateur radio; June’s meeting will feature Field Day preparations, while Field Day itself will take place June 28-29.  That happens to be the start of the week off for Ford salaried workers.

NEW BUSINESS:  None
PRESENTATION: Roger, KD8CSE, spoke about DTV (digital television) and HDTV (high-definition television).  This had little direct bearing on amateur radio but had a great deal of interest, thanks to the government-mandated shutdown of analog TV broadcasting in February 2009.  He spoke about the formats of DTV/HDTV, the types of monitors on the market, the inputs used by those monitors, DTV/HDTV options in Detroit, and his personal experiences with HDTV dating back to 1999.  He demonstrated HDTV reception using a tuner connected to a MacBook, with a rabbit-ears antenna several feet away in the lobby.  Given these adverse reception conditions, only one station was received perfectly, another was received poorly, and the others were not received at all.

ELECTIONS: After a short break, the election of club officers began.  Of the current officers, only Dave, N8HKU, was ineligible to be elected as president, having held the post for two consecutive years.  However, when nominations for the presidency were opened, no nominations were forthcoming.  Per FERA rules, the current president, if willing, could be asked to continue to serve until such time as a president is chosen.  Dave was asked and accepted.  The other offices were filled by acclamation; the current officeholders were the only ones nominated for their respective positions.  So for 2008-09, the officers remain unchanged from the year before: President Dave Treharne, N8HKU; Vice-President Pat Quinn, WD8JDZ; Treasurer Bill Brezina, WA8HEA; Recording Secretary Roger Reini, KD8CSE; Activity manager Bill Boyke, N8OZV; Repeater Chair Murray Scott, KE8UM; and Repeater Trustee, Dave Treharne, N8HKU.

TREASURER:  Bill, WA8HEA, reported that the treasury is in solid shape but that there was an unexpected deposit of [amount withheld] whose source could not be determined.  Given that it came from a credit union branch he did not frequent, he suspected that it was credited in error and would eventually be reversed.

REPEATER STATUS:  Murray, KE8UM, took the 220 MHz repeater out of service due to possible problems with the finals; he was taking it home for repairs.  The link from 2 meter to 220 was working; the link from 220 to 2 meter was working up to the controller, but the controller was not keying the transmitter, so he suspects a programming issue.

ADJOURNMENT:  8:44 PM.
