FARL MEETING MINUTES, MARCH 14 2008

Minutes recorded by Roger Reini, KD8CSE, recording secretary

CALL TO ORDER:  Meeting called to order at 7:08 PM by president Dave, N8HKU.  He thanked Bill, WA8HEA and Roger, KD8CSE, for running last month’s meeting while he was on vacation in Hawaii.  7 attendees present at the start of the meeting; one arrived later, making 8 overall.

MINUTES:  Minutes for the February meeting were approved.

TREASURER: Bill, WA8HEA, reported on the state of the treasury (sound) and expenses (2 name badges for new members, 2 phone bills, Yahoo web fees and backup battery) and income (2 dues payments).  He said that he was looking for a flow/trickle charger for the new backup battery for the repeater.  Murray’s has a reasonably priced model, so the attendees advised him to just go and get it.

TOLEDO SWAP: There was no interest in getting a club table for the swap.

ELECTIONS: They are next month, so start thinking about potential nominees for each office.

REPEATER: The status of the 220 link was not known at meeting time (it was subsequently confirmed that the link is still out of service).  For phone patch information cards, see Dave, N8HKU.

EDUCATION AND TRAINING: Bill, N8OZV, is planning another Technician class in April.  Dave forwarded him contact information for a woman and two friends who were interested in a class.

NEWSLETTER: send articles and other information to Dave, N8HKU.

2 METER NET: on Sunday nights at 8 PM. 

CLUB CALENDAR: attendees reviewed the club calendar for the balance of the year.  Dave, N8HKU, called for volunteers to be presenters for meetings during the year.

FERA REQUEST: The attendees discussed a request from FERA to consider five questions about the FERA organization: what we would like to see FERA do to help our club, what can it do to help us attract new members, what programs could it offer, how can it attract new members for the executive board and new clubs to the organization.  The benefits of FERA were recognized (the ticket sales, handling taxes, the website), but there was an observation that hobbies as a whole were on the decline.  There were suggestions for a FERA bulletin board in buildings, where the latest information would always be readily available.  There was a suggestion that FERA could leverage its size to get better liability insurance for its clubs, as well as a suggestion to revive the travel expo shows of the past.

OTHER BUSINESS: Bill, WA8HEA, mentioned a website that sold PDF copies of old manuals (service, operating, schematics) for $2.  He did not have the URL readily available.

TRAINING CLASSES BEYOND YOUR LICENSE: After the break, Dave, N8HKU, gave tonight’s talk on Training Classes Beyond Your License.  Now that you’ve received your license, what else is there?  Quite a lot.  The ARRL website sponsors several classes on emergency communications and emergency preparedness (note that FCC rules recognize and encourage amateur radio’s role in emergency communications).  There are also several technical education courses available in such things as antenna modeling, RFI, HF digital communications, analog and digital electronics.  Don’t forget about the world of kit building and homebrew, either.

ADJOURN: meeting adjourned at 8:24 PM.

